Addis Abeba, September 21th  

Dear Marcel, dear INAISE members, 

This is part and parcel of SIDI’s commitment to INAISE, that SIDI has accepted, on request of the INAISE Board of Directors, to assume this challenging mandate of chairing the Board of Directors and presiding INAISE. SIDI will carry out this mandate with responsibility and accountability over the next three years. 

There is, undoubtedly, some symbolism, as well, about to-day’s appointment, as for Christian and I, very much on Solidarity and Social Finance started here in Ethiopia already in the mid ‘80s during challenging times for the country. We then started what we can regard as financial solidarity partnerships with Ato Fanta Wolde Mickael. to-day the Executive Director of MAIN and INAISE member of the Board. 

Here in Addis Abeba, we are glad our AGM could mobilise members from Africa, Europe and even Latin America. I wish to highlight this point, as we are all aware of the fact that, as a membership organisation, the life of INAISE, i.e. its profile and visibility, depends first and foremost on the commitment of its members.   

We wish to keep the spirit of Quebec, where INAISE set itself as a global social finance network of actors, who are rooted and involved in their own respective reality for more and better financial justice in the various countries and continent of its membership. 

I wish to warmly thank Marcel and the Board of INAISE for the action achieved since Quebec 2008, over the last 3 years, during a challenging period for our common network. I just would like to tell you that we keep relying on your commitment and support to INAISE for continuity and new prospects. 

I also wish to thank Iphigenia, for her dedication and positive spirit with regard to the INAISE operational development. We all know what it is to have to deliver on one’s own with disseminated members, who are themselves under the high pressure of their respective functions and responsibilities. I believe, however, this is an outstanding privilege and learning process for you to serve such a noble cause together with so nice people as we all are here! ( 

I take this opportunity, as well, to warmly thank our member GLS for hosting the INAISE office in its headquarters. This very concrete gesture by GLS is highly appreciated by INAISE and we shall keep relying on you in the coming times!

As the new Chairman of the Board, and together with the newly appointed Board, I shall, over the three coming years, endeavour to strengthen INAISE on the following 5 issues:

1. Update, enrich, identify, document and address the profiles of the very broad topic of social and solidarity finance through overture and exposure. I believe you will agree with me this present conference undertaken by our member MAIN for Africa provides INAISE with an outstanding potential at this regard. 

2. With regard to the INAISE membership, I understand that going global means both: 

a. Reinforcing the INAISE relationship with and amongst its present membership: we need to keep liaising more and more, 

b. Broaden, meet and invite new members who identify themselves with the INAISE proposal. I am convinced the potential is great in all continents where INAISE is actually already present. 

3. With regard to the working groups, I wish to bring about more life. 

a. The working group on Social Banks is very active and its contribution to INAISE is very fundamental for the positioning of INAISE in such a defying and challenging period of financial crisis. INAISE will expect more in content and guidance from this working group.

b. The working group on finance for renewable energy, launched in Quebec has been generating more concrete results than communication: Lars highlighted yesterday the MERKUR-SIDI concrete co-operation in the Sahelian countries and INAISE was very well represented last year in Cancun in the FOROLACFR conference on Rural financial services and climate change by GLS. This is clearly a field for INAISE positioning, INAISE cannot be absent of the developing green finance field of action and expertise.

c. Last year in Brussels a meeting on Social Performance Certification was brought about by Isabel Cruz so as to articulate a sovereign process for the definition of criteria and indication for Social Performance Management. FOROLACFR is leading a substantial reflection and perseverant action on this topic where standardization processes turn out to be more of a threat than an opportunity. I do believe that INAISE can and should be a bridge amongst continent for a topic relating to the very essence of social finance. 

4. Second last lone, but probably not the least field for the INAISE action is the intensification of the INAISE presence and visibility through a targeted, focused and well articulated advocacy on social finance. I believe this is now possible with the appointment of a new and enthusiastic Coordinator for INAISE and the recently upgraded website.

5. Lastly, I am fully aware INAISE is vulnerable with regard to its operational capacities (i.e. its finance). I shall make a point that our shared enthusiasm for the forthcoming prospects for INAISE be implemented with realism and financial efficiency, as well. For those who do not know that part of my commitment for social finance, I can be very rough with regard to management and my professional practice so far as been not to start what we cannot afford and whenever needed, then funding will be chased!  

I warmly thank you for your trust but above all, I rely on you!

Dominique Lesaffre

